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It's no secret that there's a lot of money in movies.
But at the top of the film pile, above most of the
critics’ picks, the summer smash hits and audience
favourites, sit a select few that occupy a rarefied
space indeed; these commercial behemoths are so
popular and so financially successful, that they

belong to the most exclusive club in cinema. These 37
films make up The Billion Dollar Film Club.
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Marvel has the most films in the club

with six, followed by Star Wars with
four. Both franchises are owned by
Disney, which is responsible for 18
of the films in the list.

The most loved film that features
in the list is Lord of the Rings:

The Return of the King. The lowest
rated member of the club is
Transformers: Age of Extinction.

The first film to reach $2B was
Avatar. Its worldwide gross
takings now sit at $2,787,965,087,
comfortably making it the
highest-grossing film in history.

The most recent edition is
Aguaman, released in 2018.
The first film to make $1B was
Titanic, which did so during its
second release in 1998.

The film that comes closest,
while not quite making the list,
is Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's

Stone, which still made a pretty
magical $975,051,288.

Avengers: Infinity War is the
fourth highest grossing film
of all time, but had the largest

opening weekend, earning a
record $257 698,183.

Understanding the data visualization

The visualization maps all the films that have taken a
worldwide gross of over $1 billion at the box office.

From the outside in, it shows global box office takings

for each film, the number of days it took to reach the
milestone, and the public and critics’ ratings. The links in
the centre denote films that are part of the same franchise.
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A black diamond indicates the film had multiple releases

HARRY POTTER AND 0
THE DEATHLY HALLOWS PART 2

Robert Downey Jr. appears in the
most movies in the list, playing Iron
Man in all the Marvel films that have
reached the $1B milestone apart
from Black Panther.

The total earnings of all the films
that feature in the list is over 48
billion dollars. That staggering

figure is more than double the
GDP of Iceland!

James Cameron appears twice in the
list, holding the distinction of directing
the two highest grossing films of all
time. Nine other directors also have
two films featured. None has three.




